_______THE BLITZKRIEG HITS LONDON

action of those cities to the brutal and indiscriminate
assaults made upon them. In explanation of the
change of tactics the wireless announcer referred to
Britain's 'inadequate air force and utterly inade-
quate ground defences' and the fact that the British
would not know where the next blow would fall.
'They can be absolutely certain that blow after blow
is coming. And all the time the Luftwaffe is pounding
away at London, mercilessly and scientifically.3
When all the large provincial cities were shattered,
they would be no more use to England, said the an-
nouncer, than if they had been actually captured by
German troops.

Birmingham and Coventry are centres of the air-
craft and aero-engine industry. How far they were
from being put out of industrial operation was
shown by a broadcast address by Lord Beaverbrook,
the Minister for Aircraft Production, on December
17. The output of aircraft and engines had risen in
each week recently, he staled, and we had now more
aircraft of all types than before the attack on Britain
began. That there had been some damage to the
aircraft factories he .did not deny, but it was per-
fectly evident from his remarks that it had not seri-
ously affected our production.

The heavy attacks on the provincial towns in
November did not result in as high a casualty rate
as might have been expected. In November 4588
civilians were killed in Great Britain and 6202 in-
jured and detained in hospital, as compared with
6334 killed and 8695 seriously injured in October.
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